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IMBD Theme 2015:  Restore Habitat, Restore Birds 



“When land does well for its 

owner, and the owner does well by 

his land; when both end up better 

by reason of their partnership, we 

have conservation.”  
 

—Aldo Leopold, The Farmer as a 

Conservationist  

 

 

The State of the Birds  

on Private Lands – 2013 



Roughly 60% of the land area in the United States (1.4 billion 
acres) is privately owned… 



* Wetlands not shown due to insufficient data. (~75%) 



Private Lands Habitat Chapters 



  
 More than 100 species of birds have 50% or more of their U.S. breeding 

distributions on private lands. 
 

 Private protected lands have great conservation importance. 
 

 Wetlands: Support more than 75% of the breeding and wintering 
distributions of waterfowl. 

  
 Grasslands: 90% of 7 breeding obligate grassland bird species are on 

private lands. 
 
 Forests: Over 300 forest-breeding bird species depend on working 

private timberlands. 
 

 Conservation works! 



In the Dakotas and Montana, CRP lands have also yielded a net increase of 

2 million waterfowl per year! 
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 Private lands conservation needs greater support for strong and cost-
effective programs, policies, and partnerships. 

 



 Incentives from government programs 

 Technical assistance from university extension 
services 

 Easements brokered by nonprofit groups 

 

 



 Plenaries on: 
 Wetlands 
 Forests 
 Grasslands (2) 
 Urban/suburban 

 

 Three concurrent 
sessions: 
 The birds 
 Our state perspective 
 Management options 
 Succsss stories from 

landowners like you 

 


