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What is WBCI? 

• State all-bird initiative 
↳ Started in 2002 
↳ Statewide/regional reach 
↳ Voluntary partnerships 
↳ Integration & coordination 

• Diverse partnership, >175 members 



How Does WBCI Work? 

• Steering Committee 
↳ 5 permanent members: NRCS; USFWS; 

DNR; WSO; WI Audubon Council 
↳ 4 or 6 ad-hoc members, serving 2-year 

terms 

• WBCI committees 

• 3 staff 
↳ WBCI Coordinator – Vacant  
↳ Monitoring – Ryan 
↳ Southern Forests/IBAs – Yoyi  



www.wisconsinbirds.org 



WBCI Work 
• Science-based landscape-scale conservation planning 

& implementation 
↳ Grasslands & Southern Forests 

• Monitoring & research 
↳ Statewide surveys: RSHA; owls; nightjars; marshbirds 
↳ 2nd Breeding Bird Atlas 

• Engagement 
↳ Education: K-12; curriculum; Bird Kits 
↳ Issues: climate change; collisions; lead; cats, etc. 
↳ Outreach: social media; press releases; GovDelivery; radio 

shows; live chats; fieldtrips; eBird 
↳ Bird City: engaging new audiences 
↳ Bird Protection Fund: fundraising for bird conservation 

• Full lifecycle management 
↳ Migratory stopover & wintering grounds 



Southern Forests 



• Keep partners up to date on important issues 

affecting birds. 

• “White papers” 

• Climate change 

• Wind power 

• Pesticides 

• Lead 

• Cats 

 

 

 

ISSUES COMMITTEE 



Bird Monitoring 

Christmas Bird Count 



Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas II 

• Replicating & improving first atlas, 1995-2000 

• Field work spanning 2015-2020, enlisting 
thousands of volunteers statewide 

• Steering committee + 4 work committees 

– Science 

– Operations 

– Communications 

– Funding/Development 



Now 87 communities 
statewide! 
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BIRD CITY 
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To be recognized as a Bird City Wisconsin, communities must meet 

at least 7 of 22 criteria across 5 categories. 

 

1. Creation and Protection of Habitat (need 3) 

2. Participation in Program Promoting Effective Forest 

Management (1) 

3. Limiting or Removing Hazards to Birds (1) 

4. Public Education (1) 

5. International Migratory Bird Day (1) 

 




