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Farm Bill Biologists:  Our Job is 
to Assist You! 



Our Job is to Assist You! 



Farm Bill is what again? 

•Trade 
•Agricultural 

Research 
•Rural 

Development 
•Farm Credit 

- Agricultural and Food policy tool of the Federal Government. 

•Food and Nutrition 
Programs 
•Marketing 

 CONSERVATION 

Federally Funded Titles Include: 



Farm Bill Players 

 
 

 

United States Department of Agriculture 

Farm Service Agency Natural Resource Conservation Service 



USDA PROGRAMS 
All Are Voluntary! 



Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program- 

Wetland Reserve Easement 



• Perpetual or 30 Year Easements 

• Land Use Value $$ 

• Restoration $$ and design 

• Quite enjoyment 

• Compatible Use “Privileges” 

• “Keep Out” 

• Taxes 
 

 

Wetland Reserve 
Easements (WRE) 

Restoring hydrology to historic conditions through 
conservation easements (the new WRP) 

Landowner Incentives 

• Perpetual or 30 Year Easement 

• Development Rights 

• Management Rights 
 

NRCS Incentives 



Before After 



NRCS Fact Sheet: 





• 10-15 Year Contracts 

• Soil Rental $$ 

• Grass/Tree Perennial Cover 

• Restoration $$ and design 

• Mid Contract Management 

 
 

 

Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) 
Protecting working lands from erosion and improving 

water quality. 

Landowner 

• Increase Water and Soil Quality 

• Increase Wildlife Habitat 

NRCS 

Practices include (but not limited to)… 



…Field Windbreak, 



Shallow Water Areas for Wildlife, 



Filter strip, 



Wetland Restoration, 



And Quail Buffer. 



CRP – State Acres For wildlife 
Enhancement (SAFE) 

Higher paying CRP in very specific areas 



• Filter Strips 

 

• Riparian Buffers 

 

• Waterways 

 

• Wetland Restoration 

 

 
 

 

Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program 

Just think CRP on steroids 

 Can be perpetual easement 



• Flat Rate Payments For Conservation Practices 

 

• Short Contracts 1 – 15 Years 

 

• Broad Eligibility and Many Conservation 
Practices To Choose From 

 

• One Time Payment 

 
 

 

Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) 

The catch all program 



• Native/Introduced Grass Cover 

• Brush Management 

• Forest Stand Improvement 

• Prescribed Fire 

• Pollinator Habitat Planting 

• Prescribed Grazing 

• Tree/Shrub Plantings,  

 

Practices include (not limited to)… 



• DALCI 

• GLRI 

• Honey Bee Conservation 

• Young Forest Initiative 

• Lake Superior Landscape Restoration Partnership 

EQIP – Special Initiatives 



NRCS Fact Sheet: 





Scott Stipetich 
Farm Bill Biologist NW Wisconsin 

Pheasants Forever 
scott.stipetich@wi.usda.gov 

Office #: (715) 701-2594 
Cell #: (715) 701-2594 

 
www.pheasantsforever.org 

 


