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Wetland Habitat Improvement Options  
for Private Landowners 

• Processes – Restoration & Enhancement 

• Procedures – Permits, Design & Other 

• Programs – Available Assistance 





Wetland Types 







Restorable Wetlands  - what do we need 
• Basic Three, the Trio, the Holy Trinity, 

the Mirepoix……………….  

















Restoration Influences 

Social  

•  ownership 

•  infrastructure  

•  land use history 

•  landowner 

 wishes 

•  costs 

 

 

 

 

Biological 

• Hydrology 

 water source 

 watershed land use 

 drainage features 

• Soils 

• Vegetation 

        Invasive species 

        Rare species 

 



Restoration & Enhancements 

Design & Restoration   

• Ditchfills 

• Ditchplugs 

• Scrapes 

• Berms 

• Tile Breaks 

 

 

 

 

Enhancements 

• Water Control 

– Changing Hydrology 

– Changing Vegetation 

• Coarse Woody Debris 

• Other Wildlife 
Structures 

• Planting 

• Management 

 

 



DITCHFILL 



EMBANKMENTS 

BEFORE AFTER 



SHALLOW WILDLIFE SCRAPE 







DITCHPLUG 



DITCHPLUG WITH SHEET PILING 





DISRUPT TILE DRAINAGE 
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Water Control  
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http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Wetlands/restorationpermits.html 
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http://www.fws.gov/midwest/partners 













• Privately owned, 24 months  
• 30 year and Permanent Easement Options 
 
Eligibility Criteria: 
• Wetlands farmed under natural conditions 
• Converted cropland 
• Farmed wetland pasture 
• Farmland that has become a wetland as a result of flooding 
• Riparian areas which link protected wetlands 
• Forested wetlands 
• Pasture or production forest land where the hydrology has been significantly 

degraded 
• Lands adjacent to protected wetlands that contribute significantly to wetland 

functions and values 
• Previously restored wetlands that need long-term protection 

Wetland Reserve Easement 
(WRE) Program  

















Questions? 


